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Abstract: 

 

The study of Maqasid Al-Sharia (purposes of Sharia) is one of the research areas that 

has recently gained a wide popularity. The problem of this research lies in the fact 

that some researchers might believe that the study of Shariah purposes may not be 

relevant to the Quranic texts. The purpose of this paper is to showcase the relationship 

between the Quran and purposes of Shariah. Accordingly, the study takes an 

analytical approach by tracking the Quranic verses to identify the extent to which 

they are related to Maqasid Al-Sharia. The research indicates that the Maqaid Al-

Sharia and the Quran are clearly correlated. It also suggests that Maqaid that are not 

based on Quranic text are generally invalid. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
 

Maqasid Al-Sharia (purposes/objectives of Sharia) 

lead scholars to valid Ijtihad (reasoning). This is 

because it helps Fuqahaa (Jurisprudence scholars) 

to be well-informed of the secrets behind 

legislation set by the All-wise legislator (Allah). 

Thus, all Faqahaa are obliged to gain knowledge of 

Maqasid Sharia so that they know how to project 

them on reality on the one hand and they should 

know how to fit the religious texts such as Quranic 

verses, Hadith, Salaf ijtihad with the real situation 

in which we live today. 

2. DEFINING MAQASID AL-SHARIA 
 

In the past, there was not a clear definition of the 

term Maqasid Al-Sharia. Although Imam Shatibi 

was the first to coin the term, he did not provide a 

specific definition of Maqasid Al-Sharia as his 

work was devoted to scholars who are grounded  

 

 

in knowledge of Sharia. Recently, Maqasid Sharia 

has greatly   attracted   the   attention   of   scholars   

and researchers alike [1]. 

Maqasid Shariah are defined  as the intended 

meanings of Sharia rulings as set by the Almighty 

Allah to secure benefits for people and make them 

avoid evil sooner or later. In other words, Maqasid 

are interests intended by the Almighty Allah by 

legislating Sharia rulings. Thus, it is clear that the 

role of Maqasid Al-Sharia is to showcase the 

benefits of Sharia rulings, secrets of legislation 

purposes and the purposes set by the All-wise 

legislator. It is a science which is linked to Islamic 

legal evidences, the link between these evidences 

and reality and its relation to human mind [2]. 

3. MAQASID AL-SHARIA IN THE QURAN 
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It is obviously undeniable that the Holly Quran is 

the original and major source of Sharia. 

The Quranic commands normally guide people to 

do things that for their interests and only prohibit 

them to do others to avoid evil. The intended 

purposes behind Quranic commands is to gain 

legal benefits. 

The intended purpose behind Quranic 

prohibitions, on the other hand, is to ward off evil. 

Thus, Allah commands people to fulfil their 

obligations for a pure interest to them and He (the 

Almighty Allah) does not prohibit the people to 

do the forbidden but to make them avoid absolute 

evil. Accordingly, Maqasid Al- Shariah often 

have two aspects. First, the overall commands of 

the almighty Allah to the people who are 

physically capable, which lead them to gain 

benefits. The second aspect includes all the 

prohibitions which lead to them to avoid evil. 

Both of these aspects are endorsed by the Quranic 

teachings which guide people to the straightest 

path [3]. 

Thus, it is not wise to examine Maqasid Al- Sharia 

without referring to the Quran which is considered 

their main source. 

If scholars in Maqasid Al-Sharia do not refer to 

the Quran, they are likely to miss several Maqasid 

(i.e. general and specific) since the Quran is the 

legislation basis and the original source of Sharia. 

It is from the Quran that we refer to Fiqh (Islamic 

Jurisprudence) as well as Maqasid Al- Sharia. 

Islamic legal evidences can be the  best means to 

understand the purposes of the All-wise legislator 

(Allah) and the religious texts originated by the 

legislator are the best means to understand Sharia 

purposes [4]. 

According to Imam Al-Ghazalai, may Allah have 

mercy on him, purposes of Sharia are elicited 

from the Quran, the Sunnah and the consensus; 

each purpose which is not understood from any of 

these sources is considered invalid since “the 

Quran has elaborated on the purposes of 

legislation and the reasons for rulings even more 

than minor branches of knowledge so that 

scholars can be guided by the essence of these 

purposes” [5]. 

Furthermore, the more knowledgeable we are of 

the Quran, the deeper the understanding we have 

of its purposes since the Quran involves reasoning 

of rulings. According to Ibn Al-Qayim, “The 

Quran and Sunnah are full of reasoning of Sharia 

rulings and purposes behind these rulings; it is 

also in the Quran and Sunnah where aspects of 

rulings are elaborated. If the Qur’an and the 

Sunnah contained hundreds of passages of this 

nature, we would quote them here. However, they 

come to more than a thousand passages of various 

types” [6]. 

Thus, the connection between the Quranic rulings 

and their reasoning and purposes is a clear 

evidence that the Quranic rulings lead to wellness 

of humanity, confirm the responsibility upon 

researchers to pursue purposes of Sharia in the 

Quran and the need to link the rulings to their 

purpose [7].  

There have been various purposes of Shariah that 

have been elicited from the Quran including 

Tawheed “oneness of Allah”, Ikhlas “sincerity”, 

Taqwa “piousness”, Justice in speech and actions, 

facilitation of rules and lifting embarrassment. 

Given that the Quran involves the purposes of the 

All-wise legislator it is clear that the connection 

between the Quran and Sharia purposes is clear. 

This indicates the connection between the parts 

with the whole and the branch with the source. 

This suggests that researchers should never 

neglect the major source of Sharia purposes i.e. 

the Quran without which they are likely to miss a 

great deal of knowledge of Sharia purposes [8]. 

All the above shows the extent to which the Quran 

and Maqsid Al-Sharia are interrelated as all 

Maqasid are elicited from the Quran. Al-shatibi, 

may Allah rest his soul in peace, stated that “it has 

been established that the Quran encompasses 

Sharia universals; it is the pillar of religion, the 

source of wisdom, the sing of the message, the 

light of eyesight and mind, the only way to 

knowing the Almighty Allah and the only 
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salvation guide. All this requires no evidence 

because it well-known from the religion of the 

nation.  

Thus, it is necessary for researchers who have 

interest in Sharia to take the Quran as one‟s 

companion over time. In so doing, they are likely 

to get what they want and eventually will be  

equally rewarded like Sahaba “companions of the 

prophet”. 

However, no one can be capable of doing so except 

if they continue to consult the Sunnah as well as 

the works conducted by Salafi scholars to attain 

such an honorary degree” [9]. 

 

4. CONCLUSION 

The research examined the relationship between 

Maqaid Al-Sharia and the Quran and following 

findings were revealed. 

 All the established Sharia purposes have been 

elicited from the Quran 

 The criterion which is used to validate Maqad 

“purpose” is whether or not it is available in 

the Quran 

 The Quran encompasses all kinds of interests 

namely, essential, important but not necessary 

and improved interests 

The researcher recommends carrying out a further in-

depth research to investigate the extent to which 

theoretical and practical branches of knowledge are 

related to the Quran and examine all Sharia purposes 

that have been worked out by scholars of Fiqh from 

the Quran. 
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